SEMICOLONS IN LISTS:
PRACTICING THEIR USE

One way to master the use of a semicolon is to replace coordinating conjunctions within a
written list. When you see the coordinating conjunction BUT, OR, YET, FOR, AND, NOR, SO in
the sentences below, substitute a semicolon instead; you’ll get the hang of it in no time!

1. I went to New York, New York and Boston, Massachusetts and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania all in one week.

2. Michael is allergic to gluten so therefore, he can’t eat many carbohydrates.

3. This little piggy went to the market yet this little piggy stayed home.

4. In America, cherries are sold by the pound but in France they are sold by the
kilogram.

5. Victoria was out sick for a week and therefore it was hard for her to understand
what was happening in class.

6. I use a smiley face emoticon when I want to sound happy but I use a wink when
I am kidding.
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One way to master the use of a semicolon is to replace coordinating conjunctions within a
written list. When you see the coordinating conjunction BUT, OR, YET, FOR, AND, NOR, SO in
the sentences below, substitute a semicolon instead; you’ll get the hang of it in no time!

7. Sarah put a grasshopper in Joy’s backpack yet Michael got in trouble for it.

8. I have five people in my family: my older brother, Jesse and my older sister,
Kennedy and my mother, Wendy and my father, Steve and me.

9. Mrs. Howell was out sick last week so therefore we had a long term substitute
teacher.

10. The clock in the art room is five minutes slow and we are always late for lunch
afterward.

11. Paint the outside of the glass and then peel it back up when the paint is
completely dry to create the design.

12. Marcos is going to Acapulco, Mexico and San Jose, Costa Rica and San Marcos,
El Salvador this summer so he is practicing his Spanish every day.
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ANSWER SHEET

1. I went to New York, New York; Boston, Massachusetts; and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania all in one week.
2. Michael is allergic to gluten; therefore, he can’t eat many carbohydrates.
3. This little piggy went to the market; this little piggy stayed home.
4. In America, cherries are sold by the pound; in France they are sold by the
kilogram.
5. Victoria was out sick for a week; therefore it was hard for her to understand what
was happening in class.
6. I use a smiley face emoticon when I want to sound happy; I use a wink when I
am kidding.
7. Sarah put a grasshopper in Joy’s backpack; Michael got in trouble for it.
8. I have five people in my family: my older brother, Jesse; my older sister, Kennedy;
my mother, Wendy; my father, Steve; and me.
9. Mrs. Howell was out sick last week; therefore we had a long term substitute
teacher.
10. The clock in the art room is five minutes slow; we are always late for lunch
afterward.
11. Paint the outside of the glass; then peel it back up when the paint is completely
dry to create the design.
12. Marcos is going to Acapulco, Mexico; San Jose, Costa Rica; and San Marcos, El
Salvador this summer so he is practicing his Spanish every day.
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